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murdered. Reconciliation then became impossible.
Mary dissembled her anger while she organised her
party with the help of Lord Bothwell, and her plot
culminated in the assassination of Darnley and her
own flight and marriage with the leader of the
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murderers (1567). This led the Lords of the Con-
gregation to take up arms once more. The queen
was defeated at Carberry Hill, imprisoned in Loch-
leven Castle, and compelled to abdicate in favour of
her infant son. Less than a year later she escaped,
but her hastily-raised forces being dispersed at
Langside, she crossed the border and threw herself
upon the generosity of Elizabeth (1568).

The presence of her rival so near home increased
the difficulties of the English queen, great as they
already were. She was indeed threatened on all
sides. In the Netherlands there was the army of
Alva, who had recently triumphed over the revolted
Protestants and was ready and anxious to purge
England of heresy. The slight assistance which she
had rendered to the Huguenots had only served to
irritate the French, without leading to the triumph of
the Reformers, and she was no longer protected
on this side by the existence of rivalry between
France and Spain. At home, too, the conflict
between the two parties had become more pro-
nounced ; the Puritans, as the more extreme
Reformers began to be called, pressed for more
vigorous measures against their rivals; while the
Catholics, who no longer hoped for a restoration
of the old order by Elizabeth, were intriguing with
foreign states and were now given a leader in the